
1 Thes 2:1-12 Paul’s Care & Love:  Review

v.3  Our exhortation does not come from error or impurity or  deceit

v.4 but just as we have been approved by God.

v.5 We never came with flattering speech nor a pretext for greed.

v.6 Nor did we seek glory from men.

v.7 We proved to be gentle among you as a nursing mother.

v.9  Working night & day not to be a burden to any of you.

v.8 Having a fond affection for you.. we imparted to you the gospel,

but also our own lives .

v.10  We behaved devoutly, uprightly and blamelessly toward you.

v.11  We were exhorting, encouraging & imploring each one of you.
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v.13-16  Persecution of the Saints

1 Thess 2:13  When you received from us the word of God's message, 
you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is

the word of God, which also performs 
its work in you who believe.

Bible asserts
inspiration!

2 Tim 3:16  “ All scripture is Inspired by God.

1 Cor 2:12 -13  “ We speak … words taught by the Spirit.”

2 Pet 1:21    “ Men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.”

The Old Testament says over 400 times “ Thus says the Lord ..”
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Neo-orthodox- (New Traditional?) The Bible is  NOT “ THE ” word
of God.  The Bible contains only fallible words by fallible men .
God is so transcendentally above humans that “His Word”
might be encountered by men in fiction as well as the Bible. 

Dictation Method- God is the speaker and man is simply the
scribe or secretary as in (Jer 30:2) “Write all the words which
I have spoken to you in a book.”   But that leaves unanswered
Why a difference in writing style —John v Luke.  Paul v Amos.

Limited Inspiration- The Bible is the work of men, inspired by God 
only to a degree.  This allows historical or technical errors
but  doctrine is unaffected.  But that betrays total credibility!

Orthodox View-The Bible is the full, complete, very words of God
expressed through holy men operated upon by the Holy Spirit.
(2 Tim 3:16;  1 Cor 2:12 -13;  2 Pet 1:21)
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1. Inspiration is limited to the
original autograph manuscripts
not to later scribal copies .

2. The SCRIPTURES are inspired,
(2 Tim 3:16) not the authors’
every personal work.

3. Inspiration of the Scriptures was VERBAL
(1 Cor 1:12-13) not just general ideas.

4. The Holy Spirit used the words native to the background of the    
author: Intellectual, fisherman, farmer, or King.  (2 Pet 1:21) 

5. God is ultimately responsible for the transmission of His Word
to mankind.  (1 Pet 1:25) “Word of the Lord abides forever.”



v.13 -16  Persecution of the Saints

1 Thess 2:14  For you, 
brethren, became 

imitators of the 
churches of God 
in Christ Jesus 

that are in Judea

Acts 17:5 “Jews becoming jealous taking some of the wicked men
from the market place, formed a mob set the city in an uproar…”

v.16 for you also endured the same sufferings at the hands of your 
own countrymen, even as they [Judean saints] did from the Jews.  

“That is, in their
sufferings.”  Barnes
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v.13-16  Persecution of the Saints

1 Thess 2:15  “Jews
who both killed the 

Lord Jesus & the 
prophets, and drove 
us out. They are not 
pleasing to God, but 
hostile to all men.” 

WHO…killed
prophets?

1 Ki 18:13  Jezebel  killed 100 prophets

2 Chron 24:20-21
Zechariah was stoned 

by Jews near altar
at  King’s Command

(Lk 11:51)
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v.13-16  Persecution of the Saints

1 Thess 2:16  Jews .. Hindering
us from speaking to the gentiles

that they might be saved.

v.16 With the result that they always fill up the measure of their sins. 

HOW.. Did  Jews hinder Paul 
here?   Acts 17:1, 5-7.

v.16 But wrath has come upon them to the utmost. <Aorist Past?> 

“The fullest visitation of wrath has already begun. Already, in 48 
A.D., a tumult had occurred at the Passover in Jerusalem, when 

about 30,000 were killed [crushed to death in a panic —Josephus Wars] 
a foretaste of the whole vengeance which speedily followed in 

the destruction of Jerusalem within 15 years. JFB
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1 Thess 2:17   But we, brethren, 
having been bereft of you for a 
short while, in person, not in 

spirit, were all the more 
eager with great desire 

to see your face. 

v.17-20  Paul’s
Personal longing.

v.18 For we wanted to come to 
you, I— Paul , more than once ,  

and yet Satan thwarted us. 

v.19 For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not even 
YOU , in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming? 

[ie. Salvation] v.20 For you are our glory and joy. 
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Philippi

Berea

Thessalonica

Athens

Corinth

1 Thess 3:3  “So that no man may be disturbed by these afflictions; 
for you yourselves know that we have been destined for this .”

1 Thess 3:1  “Therefore when 
We could endure it not longer, 

we thought it best to be left 
behind at Athens alone.”

1 Thess 3:2  “ We sent Timothy , our 
brother and God’s fellow worker in 

the gospel of Christ to strengthen & 
encourage you as to your faith.”
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1 Thess 3:4 “Indeed 
when we were with 
you, we kept telling 
you in advance that 

we were going to 
suffer affliction; 
and so it came 

to pass, as 
you know.” 
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Mat 24:9  “They will deliver 
you to tribulation, and will 

kill you, and you will be 
hated by all nations on 
account of My name.”

Acts 14:22 “Through many 
tribulations we must 
enter the  kingdom

of God.”

2 Tim 3:11-12  “At Antioch, at Iconium and at Lystra; what 
persecutions I endured, and out of them all the Lord delivered me! 
v.12 All who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will  be persecuted.



1 Thess 3:5  For this reason, when I could endure it no longer, 
I also sent to find out about your faith, 
for fear that the tempter might 
have tempted you ,
and our labor 
should be
in vain .          

Aegean Sea
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1 Thess 3:6a  “But now
that Timothy has come 
to us from you, and has 
brought us good news 
of your faith and love.”

What 
was the 
spiritual 

attitude of 
these babes ?

What was their attitude 
toward Paul & friends?

1 Thess 3:6b  “And that 
you always think kindly
of us, longing to see us 
just as we also long to 

see you...”
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1 Thess 3:7   For this reason, brethren, in all our distress 
and affliction we were comforted about you 

through your faith.

2 Cor 1:4  “God:
who comforts us in

all our affliction, so that 
we may comfort [others].”

2 Cor.  7:4  “ Great is my
confidence in you… I am 

filled with comfort.”

2 Cor.  7:5 - 6  “ We came into Macedonia… 
conflicts without, fears within, but God who 
comforts the depressed comforted up by the coming of Titus.”
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1 Thess 3:8  “For now we really live, if you stand 
firm in the Lord.”

CEV  v.8 “Your strong faith in the Lord is like a breath of new life. 
v.9 How can we possibly thank God enough for all the happiness 

you have brought us?”

3 John 3   “I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children 
walking in the truth. ”
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1 Thess 3:9  For what thanks can we render to God for you in 
return for all the joy with which we rejoice before our God 

on your account.

What Thanks 
could you give

for your child
rescued from

a burning 
building

or car 
and 

does
great??

v.10 “ As we night and day keep praying most earnestly that we may 
see your face, and may complete what is lacking in your faith.”           17



Paul’s Joyous Conclusion v.11-13

v13  “May our God … 
direct our way to you”

v13  “He may establish your hearts unblamable
in holiness before our God and Father at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints.

v12  “May the Lord cause you to increase and 
abound in love for one another, and for 

all men, just as we also do for you”.

I’ve tried repeatedly.  Now may 
God make it possible to see you.
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Increasing
love for all.

Faithful
Holiness.


