
The Date?

(1 Thes 3:12)  May the 
Lord cause you to Increase
and abound in love toward 

one another and all men.

(1 Thes 3:13)  So He 
may establish your hearts 

blameless and holy before our God.

Location of writing?

The Journey? The Preachers? What they suffered?

Paul’s attitude toward
them?
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1 Thes 4:1  
“ Finally then ,  brethren..”

“Finally, was NOT intended to 
announce the conclusion of the epistle, 
as is obvious from all that follows, [another 2 chapters]. 
"Finally" in (Phil 3:1, which is followed by two chapters, as it 
here in 1 Thes). It introduces the final major section of the letter.”
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“Request”  (Ero -ta -o)  “to  ask.”1 Thess 4:1b  “ We
request and exhort 
you in the Lord Jesus..” 
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“Exhort”  (para –kale-o)   
“to encourage, to call

to one’s side.”
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1 Thess 4:1c  “I exhort you that…  “As you received from us 
instruction as to— how you ought to walk and please God 

(just as you actually do walk), that you may EXCEL still more.” 

Eph 4:1  “Walk in a manner worthy of Lord ”

Eph 4:17  “No longer walk as gentiles walk”

Eph 5:2  “As beloved children – walk in love”

Eph 5:8  “You walk as children – of light”

Eph 5:15  “Careful how you— walk as wise”
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1 Thess 4:2  “ For you know 
what COMMANDMENTS
we gave you by the
Authority of the 
Lord Jesus.”

God’s Commandments
were requirements…

Not optional, 
nor multiple 

choice!  

The Bible ISN’T just a collection of Love Letters.

1 Cor 7:19 “What matters is the keeping of the commandments of God

1 Cor 14:37  “The things which I write to you are the Lord's command ”

2 Thes 3:6  Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord”
2 Thes 3:12  “Such persons we command & exhort in the Lord Jesus..”

1 John 3:22  “We keep His commandments and do the things pleasing. 
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1 Thess 4:3 “For this is the will of God, your sanctification; 
that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality.”

Porneia:  
“Illicit sexual 
intercourse.” 
(Vines, Thayers)

“Unlawful 
lust including 
adultery and 

incest.” 
(Strong’s)



Parga, Greece

Edward Gibbon, in ‘ History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire’ 
“ Marital faithfulness in the Roman Empire was virtually unknown .  
Even the most depraved and obscene sexual acts were shamelessly 

illustrated on household items such as lamps, bowls, cups and vases. 
Depraved plays included live sex & bestiality.”

Philosophers thought it unreasonable to re-
quire young men to refrain from fornication.

(No new thing under the sun !)
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1 Thess 4:4  “That each 
of you know how to 
possess his own vessel 
in sanctification and 
honor, 5 not in lustful 
passion , like the 
Gentiles who do 
not know God.”

Do you know how to control : 

Your car in 8” of snow? 

A horse that tests you? 

Your body that’s willful? 

1 Cor 9:27 “I buffet my body and make it my slave!” 

To hit the face with the fist, specifically the cheek, below the eye!
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1 Thess 4:6  And that no man transgress and defraud his brother..

It Hurts:

Other 
Partner

The
Children Children

to be
Others in 
the family

Their
Friends

The
Church

GOD
Himself

Oneself
1 Cor 6:18

Their
Spouse

Sin takes you further than 
you ever intended to go.  
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Keeps you longer than 
you ever intended to stay.

Costs you more than you  
ever intended to pay!
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Prov 6:32  “The one who commits adultery 
with a woman is lacking sense.  He who 

would destroy himself does it.
Athens

Thessaloniki

Prov 6:33  “Wounds and disgrace he will find, 
and his reproach will not be blotted out.”



1 Thes 4:7  
“ For God has 
not called us for 
the purpose of 
impurity, but in 
sanctification. 

1 Thes 4:8 “Consequently, 
he who rejects this is not
rejecting man but God..”

“Who gives His 
Holy Spirit 

to you.” 
(Eph 1:4)  “Chose us that we should be 

Holy and Blameless in love.”

What convinced 
them that God 

asked for 
purity?Ever get a 

phone call, 
and you’re 

not sure 
WHY they 

really 
called?
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