
Introduction

The theme of Warfare & Victory runs 
through both the OT & NT.

Once again, we will see that this theme is 
(mostly) literal and physical in the OT and 
that it is (mostly) figurative and spiritual
in the NT.

This week we will concentrate mainly
on the subject of warfare in the OT.

Next week we will concentrate mainly on 
the imagery of Warfare & Victory in the NT.

And next week we will explore what it 
means to be a Christian Soldier.



Bible Word Statistics

NAS Word Count by Book:
battle, battles, fight, fighting, fights, fought,
war, wars, warred, warring, warfare

Results:
644 matches in 554 of 31,102 verses (1.78%)

Top Books:
1 Sa, Jdg, 2 Ch, Jer, Num, Jos, 2 Sa, 1 Ch, 1 Ki

Which Testament Has the Most Hits?

Which NT Book Has the Most Hits?

OT

Rev

Hebrew: milchamah ה) (ִמְלָחָמָ֗
Greek: polemos (πολέμους)

Statistics are interesting and Bible software 
does impressive things, but …

What do these results really show us?



Warfare is an Important Biblical Topic Worthy of Study

• There is the shear volume of verses devoted to it. (1.78% or so)

God used warfare to punish the wicked nations. 

Psa 59:5 And Thou, O LORD God of hosts, the God of Israel, Awake to punish all the 
nations; Do not be gracious to any who are treacherous in iniquity. (NAS)

• God used warfare to cleanse the Promised Land for His Promised People.

Josh 23:5 And the LORD your God, He shall thrust them out from before you and 
drive them from before you; and you shall possess their land, just 

as the LORD your God promised you. (NAS)

God used warfare to punish His own people when they were wicked.

Judg 2:14 And the anger of the LORD burned against Israel, and He gave them into the 
hands of plunderers who plundered them; and He sold them into the hands of their 

enemies around them, so that they could no longer stand before their enemies. (NAS)

God used warfare to deliver His people from their oppressors.

Judg 2:16   Then the LORD raised up judges who delivered them from the hands of 
those who plundered them. (NAS)

• OT history is one of continuous warfare: defeat, victory, captivity, deliverance



A Battle-Scarred Land: Case Study of the Plains of Megiddo

We have already noted that Palestine is 
the cross-roads of three continents.

For millennia armies fought over this land.



A Battle-Scarred Land: Case Study of the Plains of Megiddo

Perhaps the ground most fought over was the 
Plains of Megiddo (Jezreel Valley, Armageddon)



A Battle-Scarred Land: Case Study of the Plains of Megiddo
A Sample of Battles

Battle of Megiddo (15th Century BC)
• Egyptians (Pharaoh Thutmose III) vs. Rebellious Canaanite Vassal States (King of Kadesh)
• First recorded use of the composite bow.  First recorded body count.
• Recorded as hieroglyphics in Temple of Amun-Re at Karnak, Thebes (now Luxor)
• Egyptians won and Egyptian Empire reached its greatest extent.

Battle of Megiddo (609 BC)
• Egyptians (Neco II) en route to fight with Assyrians against Babylonians in Carchemish in 

northern Syria
• Kingdom of Judah (King Josiah) refused passage.  Josiah killed in battle.
• Recorded in 2 Ki 23:29-30; 2 Chr 35:20-25.

Battles from Later Times
• Early Muslim wars.  Countless battles during the various Crusades.
• French under Napoleon.
• World War I (1917): Allies and Arab Revolt defeated Ottoman Turks.

End Times  (Joel 3:14) The day of the Lord is near in the valley of Decision.
• A common interpretation for the place of battle during the End Times.



God Himself in War: Defeat of the Egyptian Army

13 But Moses said to the people, "Do not fear! Stand by and see the salvation of the LORD 
which He will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you have seen today, you will 
never see them again forever.
14 "The LORD will fight for you while you keep silent.“ (Exo 14:13-14 NAS)



Exo 14:28 And the waters returned & covered the chariots & the horsemen, even Pharaoh's 
entire army that had gone into the sea after them; not even one of them remained. (NAS)

God Himself in War: Defeat of the Egyptian Army



God Equips the Faithful for War: David & Goliath

1Sa 17:45   Then David said to the 
Philistine, "You come to me with a sword, a 
spear, and a javelin, but I come to you in 
the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of 
the armies of Israel, whom you have 
taunted.

46 "This day the LORD will deliver you up 
into my hands, and I will strike you down 
and remove your head from you. And I will 
give the dead bodies of the army of the 
Philistines this day to the birds of the sky 
and the wild beasts of the earth, that all 
the earth may know that there is a God in 
Israel,

47 and that all this assembly may know 
that the LORD does not deliver by sword or 
by spear; for the battle is the LORD's and 
He will give you into our hands.“  (NAS)



God’s Inspiration to the Soldier (David) (Psa 18)

29 For by Thee I can run upon a troop; And by
my God I can leap over a wall. (Psa 18:29 NAS)

31 For who is God, but the LORD? And who is a 
rock, except our God,
32 The God who girds me with strength, And 

makes my way blameless? (Psa 18:31-32 NAS)

35 Thou hast also given me the shield of Thy 
salvation, And Thy right hand upholds me; And 
Thy gentleness makes me great. (Psa 18:35 NAS)



And Yet War Is Repugnant

6 Too long has my soul had its dwelling 
With those who hate peace.  7 I am for 
peace, but when I speak, They are for 

war. (Psa 120:6-7 NAS)

David longed for peace but was denied it …

David denied building the 
Temple because of war …

8 "But the word of the 
LORD came to me, saying, 
'You have shed much blood, 
and have waged great wars; 
you shall not build a house 
to My name, because you 
have shed so much blood 
on the earth before Me. 
(1Ch 22:8 NAS)



Warfare in the OT vs. NT: A Dilemma for the Christian?

Recall the biblical critique: A Differing God of OT vs. NT?

How do we reconcile God’s use of war, killing, destruction in the OT with …

Christ’s message of peace and love in the NT?

43 "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor, and hate your enemy.'
44 "But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you

(Mat 5:43-44 NAS)

These verses depict Jesus in a “safe” and “acceptable” role the world views Him.

51 And behold, one of those who were with Jesus reached and drew out his sword, and 
struck the slave of the high priest, and cut off his ear.
52 Then Jesus said to him, "Put your sword back into its place; for all those who take up the 

sword shall perish by the sword. (Mat 26:51-52 NAS)

34 "Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but 
a sword. (Mat 10:34 NAS)

Yet Jesus described His role as much more complicated than that …



Christian Pacifism vs. Military Service

What about the Christian and Military Service?

In the Church today this is largely accepted as a matter of personal liberty and not 
one of doctrinal issue nor as a test of fellowship.

This was not the case in the early 20th Century.  There was an often contentious 
debate over the question of Military Service vs. Christian Pacifism.

21 "You have heard that the ancients were told, 'You shall not commit murder' and 
'Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.'
22 "But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the 

court; and whoever shall say to his brother, 'Raca,' shall be guilty before the supreme 
court; and whoever shall say, 'You fool,' shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell.
(Mat 5:21-22 NAS)

How one applies the definition or “murder” will largely decide his stance on 
whether the Christian can serve in the military in combat status.

The question today is mostly centered on the question of killing in battle.



Next Week: Warfare & Victory in the NT and the Christian Soldier


