
1 Thes 5:2 “The day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night. 

v. 3 While they are saying, "Peace and safety!" then destruction 
will come upon them suddenly. 

v. 5 for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of 
night nor of darkness; 6 so then let us not sleep as 

others do, but let us be alert and sober.



v.16  Rejoice always

v.17  Pray without ceasing

v.18  In everything give thanks

v.19  Do not quench
the spirit

v.15  See to it that no 
one repays evil for evil

1 Pet 3:9 No insult for insult
Rom 12:19  No revenge

Calmly happy, not a pessimist.
May grieve (2 Cor 7:2; Ro 12:15)

Regular and consistent. Not quitting 
under trials. (Acts 16:25; Job 10:1)

See God’s Hand in all!  (Rom 8:28)  

Don’t dampen or neglect your 
gift!  (2 Tim 1:6)

Always seek after that 
which is good for all men

(Gal 6:10)  Do good to all men. 
Like what?  (Lk 10:33;  Col 1:3)

“This language is taken from putting out a fire, that is we are not to 
extinguish the influences of the Holy Spirit in our hearts.” Barnes



v.20  Do not despise 
prophetic utterance

What 
spiritual 

gifts were 
prized by 
the early 
saints?

(1 Cor 14:
v1-4)

They liked tongues-speaking 
not prophesy.   (1 Cor 14:5)

Preaching was not to be under-
valued to other spectacular miracles.



v.21  Examine 
everything carefully

Don’t "quench the Spirit" 
nor "despise prophesying;"

Don’t assume "all"  
spiritual claims are 
genuine which 
professes to 
be so.

How could the early saints
prove all things… if this is

The First NT Book?

1. Discern Spirits (1 Cor 12:10)

2. Miraculous knowledge (1 Cor 12:8)

3. Old Testament Research  (Acts 17:11)

Error, superstition, bigotry, and fanaticism 
attempt to repress free discussion.



v.22  Abstain from every form of evil

AMP :  “ Abstain from evil 
[shrink from it and keep aloof from it] 
in whatever form or whatever kind it may be.” 

TLB: “Keep away from every kind of evil.” 

ERV: “Stay away from everything that is evil.”

TEV:  “And Avoid every kind of evil. “

The sense here is that – Heroin doesn’t have to be specifically
named to be bad.  Whatever IS BAD—AVOID IT !!!



v.23  May the God of peace

Isa 9:6  And His name will 
be called Wonderful 

Counselor, The Mighty 
God, Eternal Father, 

Prince of Peace. 

Ps 85:8  For He will speak 
peace to His people, to 

His godly ones …

What does  “ Sanctify ”  
< hagios >   mean?

v.23  …Sanctify 
you entirely

Holy: < Hagios > 
physically pure, morally 
blameless, religiously 
consecrated.  Strong’s

Isa 26:3  Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace, whose mind is stayed on thee

What’s that 
mean?



v.23 May your  
body, soul & spirit

Spirit:  <Pneuma>  The 
human rational soul, 
mental disposition. 

(Strong’s)

Soul <Psuche> “The 
vital force which ani-
mates the body and 
shows itself in breath-
ing.” (Thayer) “The inter-
mediate between the 
Body and the Spirit.”  
(JFB)

Body:  <Soma> “The material 
part of a human being.” (Webster)



v.23 May your 
body, soul, and 

spirit be 
preserved 

complete … at 
the coming of 

our Lord

Does this mean that Paul 
believed “That they would 
NOT DIE before the coming 

of the Lord”?  Why/why 
not?

v.24  “Faithful 
is He who calls 

you, and He 
will also bring

it to pass.”

If the above interpretation
is Right, what’s that say 

about God and the 
apostle Paul?

Fact:  all parts of them 
will be INTACT at the 
coming of the Lord.  

Nothing will be missing 
or lost at His Return. 

(1 Cor 15:51-53)

“Complete”  <Holo-Teleis>  
“With none of the integral 

parts wanting.” 

1. Teleios is what has reached 
its end, in respect to Quality

2. Holokleeros, 'complete in 
all its parts,' in respect to 

Quantity.

It refers to man in his normal 
integrity: all ideal which shall 
be attained by the glorified 

believer.   JFB.



v.23 “May your  body, soul & spirit be preserved complete 
without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus.”



v.25  “Brethren pray for us”

Rom 15:30  “I urge you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by 
the love of the Spirit, to strive [agonize] together with me 
in your prayers to God for me.”

Eph 6:19  And pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to 
me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness …





v.26  “Greet all 
the brethren 

with a
holy kiss”

Is this a
“Religious  

institution ” 
like the Lord’s 

Supper?

From friends
(Mt 26:49-50)

From Christians
(Acts 20:37)

Customary: Rom 16:16
1 Cor 16:20; 2 Cor 13:12. 

From a Host
to a guest 
(Lk 7:45)

Among 
family

members
(Lk 15:20)

The kiss on the cheek was the standard Mediterranean 
form of greeting.

The emphasis
is on HOLY



v.27  I adjure you 
by the Lord…

Vines:  Adjure—
“To bind by 
an oath.”

Are oaths even 

scriptural? (Mt 5:34)

“Make no oath at all, 

either by…”

Jesus did
Mt 26:63 -64  

Paul did
Gal 1:20

Angels did
Rev 10:5 -6

God did
Heb 6:13



v.27  “Have this 
letter read 
to all the 

brethren.”

Col 4:16  Colossee read in the church…

Rev 1:3 Blessed is he who reads and 
those who hear the words..



v.28  The Grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be 

with you. 

2 Thes 3:18  The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you…

Rom 1:7 Grace to you and peace…


