
Feeling Stuck?  Overwhelmed?  Confused? 
Everything seems Impossible? 1



2
Spin Decision-Making Paper Weight

Need Help in Deciding?
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“It’s not that 
I’m so smart, 
its just that I 

stay with 
problems 
longer”

Albert
Einstein



CHALLENGE #1  
Abram was Old & Tangled with family.

Abraham (Acts 7:3)  “Depart from your 
country [UR} and your relatives & come 
into the land that I will show you.”

Heb 11:8 Did NOT know where going..

Gen 11:28-29  Old enough to be married.

Gen 11:31  Move initiated by dad, Terah

Gen 12:4  “Abraham was 75 years old 
when he set out from Haran.”

Are you struggling with what your family will think? (Mat 10:37)
They don’t determine when / if you should obey when God calls.4



CHALLENGE #2

Not Talented, or
Smart enough.

Moses Failed in leadership
& is afraid .  (Ex 2:13 - 14) 

Moses settled for a life of 
obscurity.  (Ex 2:21-22) 

Moses feels ill -equipped.  
(Ex 3:11, 13;    4:10, 13)

God :  “ Tell the sons of  Israel
to Go Forward.”  (Ex 14:11-15)

Go as far as you have 
light. (Prov 4:18)

God spoke and called him
to a higher mission  (Ex 3:10) 

5



CHALLENGE #3

Facing Heavy Losses in life.

Naomi (ie Pleasantness) 
Went to live in Moab      (Ru 1:1)
With husband & 2 sons  (Ru 1:2)
Husband Elimelech died (Ru 1:3)
Sons marry & live 10 yrs (Ru 1:4)
Both sons die (Ru 1:5);  Mahlon = Invalid; Chilion = Wasting away. 

Ruth— A young widow makes a major commitment. (Ru 1:16 -17)
Willing to change location, nationality, religion and destiny !

Moabite Ruth marries Boaz, has a child named Obed, the father of 
Jesse, the father of David (Ru 4:17) in lineage of Christ (Mat 1:16).6



CHALLENGE #4

Facing Real Fears (Dan 11:32b)

Esther -Israelite Queen of Persia.  
(Esth 2:16-17)

Had real enemies = Haaman (Esth 3:6, 9)
To enter king’s presence w/o summons 

means death (Esth 4:10 -11)

Mordecai’s Facts: (Esth 4:13-14)  a. You & your family will perish.  
b. God will help Israel anyhow.  c. This may be your purpose in life.

Courageous Esther (Esth 4:16)  “I will go in to the king, which is not 
according to the law; and if I perish, I perish.“  Choosing Priorities !7
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CHALLENGE #5

Overcoming Past Mistakes

John Mark –”Copped Out” on the 
1st Missionary Journey.  (Acts 13:13)

Hebrew name= John; Roman name= Mark.
Mother Mary —home was a church building (Acts 12:12)
His uncle Barnabas (Col 4:10). Generous, encouraging.(Acts 4:36f)
Perhaps originally converted by Peter (1 Pet 5:13) “My Son.” , ISBE.
Probable author of the Gospel of Mark (Smith’s & Nelson’s Dict.)
He failed—but a few years later has proven himself (Philemon 1:24)

Just “Keep on—Keeping on!”   Mark persisted and proved 
himself (2 Tim 4:11).   Nobody is flawless  (Eccles 7:20).



“You may encounter many 
defeats.  But you must not

be defeated. 

In fact it may be necessary 
to encounter the defeats, so 
you can know who you are, 

what you can rise from, 
how you can still come 

out of it.”

Maya Angelou 



10

CHALLENGE #6

If become Stagnant

Sardis (Rev 3:1-3)

v.1 “You have a reputation
that you are alive, but 

you are dead.” 

2 “Wake up, & strengthen 
the things that remain, 
which were about to die; 
for I have not found your 
deeds completed in the 
sight of My God.”

Five- Acre Gymnasium & bathhouse, 
Temple of Diana double size of  the 

Parthenon,  One of largest synagogues
excavated—attests to their wealth.

v3 “Remember what you have received 
and heard; and keep it, and Repent”



What’s the Next Step?

1. Maybe Need  Varied, Wise Counsel?
(Prov 11:14)  “In abundance of counselors there is victory.”

2. Evaluate your  Priorities (Lk 14:28) Count the cost.

3. Ask for God’s Help (Neh 1:4) “ I was fasting and praying before
the God of heaven.”

4. Crank up your Courage (Deut 31:6) Be strong and courageous, 
do not be afraid or .. for the Lord your God is the one who 

goes with you. He will not fail you or forsake you." 

5. Take the first Step  (Eccles 11:4) “He who watches the wind…”
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1. Even if You’re Old—

Go anyhow.

2. If You’re Not talented—

Do your best anyhow.

3. If You’ve Faced Heavy Losses

– Start again anyhow.

4. Facing Real Fears— Display 

strength and take action anyhow.

5. Overcoming Past Mistakes–Do what’s right, Now.

6. If you’re Stagnant—Take the first steps and  

recommit to worthy goals, Right Now !



“If you can’t fly then run.
If you can’t run then walk.
If you can’t walk then crawl.

But whatever you do—you
to keep moving forward.”

Martin Luther King, Jr.


