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There are 488 million Buddhists 
worldwide as of 2010 & about 

4 million in the US. 
(Pew forum.org)

Siddhārtha Gautama, (Buddha = enlightened one) 
c. 563BC to 483 BC. Various collections of teachings 

attributed to him were passed down by oral 
tradition and first committed to writing

about 400 years later.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oral_tradition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/P%C4%81li_Canon


There was an increasing tendency 
to deify Buddha. Traditional biog-

raphies include numerous
supernatural events. 

In the Mahā-vastu, over the course 
of many lives, Gautama is said to 
have developed super abilities in-
cluding: a painless birth conceived 
without intercourse; no need for sleep, food, medicine. He 
developed omniscience & the ability to "suppress karma“.  
He started out as just a human, a prince, searcher for peace.
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The Tri-pitaka (canon) is 
the earliest collection 
of Buddhist teachings, 
originally composed 

orally then written down 
in the third century BC. It 
comprises 45 volumes in 
the modern edition & is 
the only text recognized 

as canonical by some 
Buddhists.

Other Buddhists add 
2,184 sacred writings 

called Sutras or 
(discourses) written 
200 BC to AD 200.
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1 John 2:18-19  “Many antichrists have arisen…”

1 Thes 5:21    “EXAMINE  
EVERYTHING carefully, hold 
fast to that which is good.”

2 Tim 3:16-17 “Every scripture is inspired of God..”

Compare the Bible

John 14:6  “I am the Way, the Truth and the Light,
no one comes to the Father but through Me.”
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Buddhist 

“Pali Canon”       

Written hundreds
of years after the 
death of Buddha.

Written by 
1,000 MONKS
from tradition.

Written by 40 PROPHETS
and APOSTLES by 

revelation (2 Pet 1:21)

Christian

“Holy Bible”        

Recorded during the 
lives of the Biblical 

writers. 
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A.  Is Inconsistent to the Core (1 Cor 14:33)

1. An Atheistic Religion:  
Buddha said “There is no god.”  (Ps 14:1; 19:1)

2. Agnostic Religion: Buddhists later said “Don’t 
know creator god is and it’s a hindrance to 
progression to ask.” (Unknown god Acts 17:23f)

3. Polytheistic Religion:  Yet accepts all local gods 
& demons—without harmonizing it. (Acts 17:22)
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B.  Its Principles are Fundamentally Flawed

1. High Moral Plane: Don’t lie, commit adultery,
murder, steal or fret over what you cannot get
or should not have.  (That’s good but…)

But the 10 Commandments predate Buddism
by 1,000 YEARS !!!  “Do not swear, murder
commit adultery, steal, bear false witness, 
covet…” 
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1. Karma: The sum of a person's actions in this 
and previous states of existence, viewed as 
deciding their fate in future existences. 

The Universal, unalterable LAW of cause & effect.  
You can’t escape it.  You MUST PAY in the next 
life—if not in this for Everything. There is NO 
FORGIVENESS. NO SALVATION. It’s ALL WORKS !

Contrast the Bible doctrine of GRACE! (Eph 2:8) 
“For by Grace have you been save thru faith &

that not of yourselves, it is a gift of God.

C.  Its Doctrines are Bankrupt
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2. Reincarnation: There are countless lives into 
which one is reborn—in any number of states 
including human, any kind of animal, insect

and several types of supernatural beings.

C.  Its Doctrines are Bankrupt continued

The problem is that you never remember what 
you did wrong in the past life to correct it in 

the thousands of future lives—till suffering ends.

Contrast the Bible: (Heb 9:27) “It’s appointed for 
man ONCE to die.”  (1 Cor 15:20-24) Resurrection
NOT endless cycles of death and reincarnation. 10



Buddhist Nirvana is an end 
of suffering and rebirth, a 
spiritual state of peaceful 

nothingness. 

Buddha said: “I could never 
be reborn again... I would 
exist and not exist at the very same time, forever. 
I would abide in Nirvana.” 

Christian’s Heaven:  Paradise, eternal life & activity 
in the presence of God, the Savior, 10,000 angels & 
all the saved of all nations. (Rev 2:7; 21:27; 22:1-4) 
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Buddhism Christianity

Karma = absolute
LAW of cosmic justice !

Law of Liberty Jas 2:12
Spirit of Life Rom 8:2

No God, No Mercy ! God of Mercy Heb 4:16a

No Help ! (ancestors?) God’s help Heb 4:16b

No Providence ! All for Good (Rom 8:28)

Eternal Nothingness! Eternity w/ God (Rev 22:4)

Buddha: a mere Man ! Jesus: God & Savior (Ti 2:13)


