Daniel 3 The Fiery Furnace

Dan 3:1 Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image
@i @alle), the height of which was sixty cubits and
its width six cubits; he set it up on the plain of
Dura in the province of Babylon.

e Critics complain that an image 9x90
wouldn’t have been made

of SOLID . But
Daniel didn’t say “solid.”

{  Some
% worship:
& positon, * In Solomon’s temple: the ark,
/Ipossessions, mercy seat angels, altar, doors were
¥ popularity, # made of acacia wood [ @varEic]

Horpleasurelid  ellwidhgsld. (1 Ki 6:21-32)




Daniel 3 The Fiery Furnace

Dan 3:2 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent oL
word to assemble the satraps, the prefects
and the governors, the counselors, the gL
treasurers, the judges, the magistrates b
and all the rulers of the provinces...
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to come totgweldedlcatlon of thq:mage

that Nebuchadnezzar the klng had set up.
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8
Exactly what this image represented is "

unstated (The Empire, Nabopolassar, Bel?) ?,Z 7

_:';ﬁv".//
Note: empire -wide administrative heads were
required to worship it, or be executed (v5-6)
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This would include officials as Shadrach || |
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+.. Meshach & Abednego. (v12) §', ’,‘
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Dan 3:5 “At the moment you hear the sound

of the horn, flute, lyre, trigon... and all kinds =

of music, you are to fall down and worship. J&
the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar o
the king has set up.

Gentile Polytheists would find nothing
distasteful in adding another god to
their pantheon of gods.

l. e s
%
ST T nm,;;
The flres of social conformlty still burn brlghtly
Pressure to accept alcohol, drugs & immorality thrive




Daniel 3 The Fiery Furnace

Dan'3:6&Butiwhoever,does not;fall/ downland

worship'shalllimmediately,be cast!into;the
mldst'ofa?urnace of blazmg flre‘

)
Burmng in, a furnace was used in Persia to punlsh
those contrlbuted to food scaraty,{or who! have
A e -‘_—J
usd false.welghts or who have dlsregarded

the Iaws respecting taxes.

LR f‘o 5
Cooks were, flxed on spits, & roasted overia gentle
fire;and the bakers were cast into a burningJoven

l

Pulpit re (Jer. 29:22 ) Burnlng in a fiery,furnace
was a common|punishment:both'among;the
Assyrians'and,the)Babylonians’
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Dan 3:8 At that time certain
Chaldeans came forward & |
brought charges agamst

Dan 3:12 There are certam'
Jews [Are foreigners] .&

Whom you have appomted over.the \
administration of the province [Elevated pos:tlons]

O King, have disregarded You [Personally insulted]

They do not serve your gods or worship the golden
image which you have set up. [aliens, with alien
religion & rebelliously flaunt Your clear laws)].

6
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Dan 3:13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in RAGE
and anger gave orders to bring Shadrach,
Meshach and Abed-nego.

Then these men were
brought before
the king.

»,}}4 Ne bg.c‘badnezzar responded WR/R XL il
_~&'sa to them‘;"ls it true... (Prov 18:13, 17)
th at you do not serve my gods nor worship

the'golden’image that | set up?”
The king would see this as disloyal, anti-god,

Q.

and anti-government




Daniel 3 The Fiery Furnace

7 ’I,)an 3:15 "Now if you are ready ... to fall down,

and worship the image that | h:\'l‘e made)/very, wel/]
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D_"l cIf yo'ldo;not worshlp, you shall |mmedr-
at'ely. be cast into, £ furnace of bIazmg f?é*.& what;

god is.there,who _)wﬂl deliveyououtiof,my, ‘hands?'x’ )

Pagan gods were leoraI regional, could be klIIed
and only somewhat powerful. He’s shown himself *
more powerful by overcoming other nation’s gods. .
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Dan 3:16 "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need
to give you an answer concerning this matter.”

We don’t need to make a formal defense..

L
3 % v.17 “Our God whom we

: BB 3 . s -
| i : ’ beilp . | serve is able to deliver us
1N W S A o &ll O “-‘gvfrqrg the furnace of blazing
hbitbebeianstdl L8 fire & He will deliver us
the outcome with Him ) »
| T— e out of your hand..

A
4

v.18§But even if He'does not ... we are not going
to serve your gods nor worship the golden
image that you have set up.

Make up your mind in advance— to be dedicated (1:8)
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Dan 3:19 Nebuchadnezzar. f“ 2

was filled with wrath} «a‘ :’Q- ».7,) b
& his facial expressmn
was altered towardi
Shadrach, Meshach™
& Abed-nego. f

His hope for their

compliance is gone.

He answered by giving orders to heat the furnace
seven times more than it was usually heated.

That is, they should make it as hot as possible. Barnes
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Dan 3:20 He commanded certain,valiant,warriors wh 3
were in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach & Abed-
nego, in order to cast them into the furnace of blazing fire. ,
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Dan 3:22 Because the king's command was urgent
and the furnace had been made extremely hot, the
flame of the fire slew those men who carried up
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego.

—

This Fire is SO HOT it is lethal to those OUTSIDE!

12
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Dan 3:23 But these three men, Shadrach, Meshach
and Abed-nego, fell into the midst of the furnace
of blazing fire— still tied up.

~ \:\ | \ , . ‘ ‘

No escape possible for them by ordinary means!

13
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Dan 3:24 Then
Nebuchadnezzar
7.1 msfkmg was astounded
'M\ ar[ld stood up in haste..

‘ :bj._

he responded and said to

h|s hlgh officials, "Was it

not three men we cast
rbound into the midst

of the fire?"

,- \.-:‘

They answered and said to the King ...
"Certainly, O king."

14
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v.25 Look, I see four men loosed
walkmg about.. without harm & ‘

the 4th is Ilke'a son of the'gods i

expressmn for |dent|fy|ng a supernatural belng |
IVP Bible Background '

15
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Dan 3:26a Then Nebuchadnezzar. | ~ovge
came near to the door. oy
of the furnace
of blazing |
fire.

e ottt
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Dan 3:26b [the king].. responded and said ..

"Shadrach, Meshach & §
Abed-nego, come out, you @\
servants of the Most High

God, and come here!" / *
®Would|youlhurry,tolcome right. out if you cou/d r

S— s

S walklinimidst of 500 degree f/ame unhurt
W .the, ,qregefv'c‘e of a splr/tuallbe/ng? "’

17
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.He

and royal advrsegrs crowded around‘ them. {
They saw';that the flrelhad not harmed their.
| bodles nor was a halr of thelr heads's smged f

thelr{robes were not scorched fand there;,f;

7y g\ "rﬁ"")i- N, 7

was no smell of flre on them. NIV

18
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Dan 3: 28.Then Nebuchadnezzar said, "Praise
be to theIGod of Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego who has sent his angel and
i\ Jrescued his servants!”

1 4 \ *
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,“They trusted,in'Him and defled the klngs com-
mandwere'.wﬂh?'é to glve uﬁ‘t'helr;llves“iather
| than'serve or,worshipany, god except

e
thelr own God ¢

God has Us here to BE dlfferent and to MAKE a

difference! Whom will YOUR actions inspire?
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Dan 3:29 Therefore
I decree that the people

L ':f‘ & who say anything against
as s ASh %he God of Shadrach,

, ﬁ Meshach & Abednego

Dan 3:29 shall be._t‘orn Ilmb from limb and their

houses reduced.to'a rubbish heap, inasmuch as there

is no other god who is able to deliver in this way."

The King is not changing Babylonian religion.

Just endorsing the God of Israel, as well.
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Dan 3: 30- Then the king caused Shadrach‘Meshach
| 77 o =3
and Abed-nego to prosper in the provmce ‘of

L0

This is exactly the opposite of what their enemies;

m

| Mwanted to see happen'

%

IWhat if God prospered you phys:caIIy in balanceh

with how y you prosper* \sﬁmtually? (3Un 1: 2)
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