






Matt 16:13 Now when 
Jesus came into the 
district of Caesarea 
Philippi, 

This city was greatly enlarged and ornamented by Philip the 
tetrarch, son of Herod, and called Caesarea in honor of the Roman 

emperor, Tiberius Caesar.

To distinguish it from the 
other Caesarea the name of 

Philip was added to it. Barnes

Jesus and the disciples are about 
120 miles from Jerusalem in 

northern Palestine. 



Matt 16:13 Now when Jesus came into 
the district of Caesarea Philippi, 

The city is now uninhabited, an archaeological site in the 
Golan Heights.

The region was strongly identified with various religions: It had been 
a center for Baal worship; the Greek god Pan had shrines there; and 
Herod the Great had built a temple there to honor Augustus Caesar



Matt 16:13 He was asking His 
disciples, "Who do people say 

that the Son of Man is?"

We’re closing in on the time of 
Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem. But 
before He does, there’s 2 things

He wants His disciples to be 
clear about:

1. Who He IS
2. What He’s GOING to do

The opinion’s of the crowd-
3 different theories

Jesus’ question may only have 
been meant to introduce a 

conversation, through which he 
might teach. Pulpit
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Just as Herod did, risen from the 
dead. (Matt 14:2) 

Their reasoning: because of John’s preaching of repentance.

Matt 14:1-2 ….Herod heard the 
news about Jesus, 2 and said to his 
servants, "This is John the Baptist; 

he has risen from the dead,

But Jesus was a far greater preacher than John, and He spoke with an 
authority that was astonishing. He not only spoke the Word of God, 

He is the Word! John only pointed to the Lamb of God, but Jesus 
PERSONIFIED the Lamb. BEC

Matt 16:14 And they said, 
"Some say John the Baptist"
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Their reasoning: It had been 
prophesied that Elijah would 

come again (Mal 4:5), and some 
thought that this prediction was 

fulfilled in Christ.

Matt 16:14 And they said, "Some say John the Baptist; and 
others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets." 

Jeremiah was the weeping 
prophet whose tender heart was 

broken at the sight of the decay of 
the nation. Certainly this attitude 

was seen in Jesus, the Man of 
sorrows.

Not Jeremiah? How about one of 
the other prophets?
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Matt 16:15 He said to them, 
"But who do you say that 

I am?" 

This question is repeated in every age, over and over again. 
There is no gray area with this question...you cannot avoid it, 

you must answer.

Their answer 
will determine 
where they 
spend 
eternity...and 
your answer 
does the same.

Be careful as you 
take the test...you 

cannot afford to 
miss on this 

question. And you 
must answer not 

only with your 
head, intellectually, 

but with your 
heart, spiritually 

(Rom 10:9f)*

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=oLXRLtf-9olR7M&tbnid=LMRLSNGe2jptKM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.testimoniesofheavenandhell.com/Pictures-Of-Jesus/2013/04/14/jesus-picture-holding-arms-open-clouds/&ei=3u4sUrXCJ6aZiQL7toCQDg&bvm=bv.51773540,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNGuSv-fUP0htXhAsRfuDMnG_UNEdw&ust=1378762838959868


4 answers that are given:

“He’s a legend. 
It’s all made up. He never really was.”  
But His reality is testified to by Josephus, 
Tacitus,  Pliny, Suetonius.

“He was a liar.
He deceived people into thinking He was 
someone He was not. He was a good 
teacher, a good person who did good things, 
but He was not God in the flesh.” John 8:46

“He was a lunatic. 
He was off in the head. Maybe sincere, but 
crazy...mentally deranged.” John 7:46

“Or is He Lord?”   Was He who He claimed to be?



“He is CHRIST!” 

All of these opinions were wrong, because you just can’t 
compare Jesus to another man. He is unique, supreme, 

the Name above all names, the King of kings and the 
Lord of lords. Isa 9:6

Matt 16:16 Simon Peter 
answered, "You are the 

Christ, the Son of the 
living God."

4 answers that are given:

Confess Him as Lord 
today (Phil 2:10-11)



Matt 16:18 I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this 
rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not 

overpower it. 


